FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Meet the Blind Month” and “White Cane Safety Day” local observances 

From: Douglas County Area Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind

Date of release: October 5, 2009

Dates of events: month of October; October 6; October 10; October 17.  

Release prepared by: Jim Canaday M.A.—785-841-1903   —n6yr@sunflower.com
The Douglas County Area Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind will observe “Meet the Blind Month” and White Cane Safety Day” with three special events and a month-long display.  All are designed to educate the public, and offer opportunities to “meet the blind,” and learn about blindness and blind people.  This is one element in a national month-long campaign orchestrated by the National Federation of the Blind.  Too often, ignorance and fear characterize public reactions to blind people.  We often simply need training or technology to live ordinary lives.  Attitudes toward blindness are often the greatest barrier we face in life.  

-

The local chapter of the NFB invites our community members to three events and our display:

Tuesday October 6

*City of Lawrence proclamation recognizing “Meet the Blind Month” and “White Cane Safety Day” in Lawrence, at City Commission Chambers 6;35p.m.; 

Saturday October 10

*Informational table with literature, demonstrations, giveaways, and a drawing to win a 2009 Commemorative Louis Braille silver dollar coin.  At 9th st. and Mass st. U.S. Bank, 8;30a.m. – 4;30p.m.;

Saturday October 17 

*”White Cane Walk” blind people will gather and walk independently through downtown Lawrence to demonstrate the value, safety, independence, and importance of white canes and guide dogs, starts at 11th and Mass st. – ends at 7th and NH, Noon start;

Month of October

*The Lawrence City Library presents our display of Braille and the Braille coin, just inside the South doors.  

-

The City of Lawrence proclamation appears at the end of this release.  

Recently, the Douglas County Area Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind worked diligently to keep the Lawrence Transit (The T) funded.  It also offers resources and support.  We encourage persons newly blind, or long-term blind, to join us.  We usually meet on the third Saturday of each month, 1;30p.m., at Signs of Life Bookstore 722 Mass st.  

Nationally, the NFB always deals with vital issues for the blind.  It works to make websites more accessible.  The National Federation of the Blind is quite concerned that most Americans with vision loss are not taught Braille; this cuts opportunities for these citizens to become employed and enjoy greater independence in their lives.  The ‘Federation is requiring national leaders to address the risk “quiet cars” pose to blind pedestrians.  And it does much more.  It supports blind persons’ access to fixed-route bus systems to promote independence and free choice in travel.  

“White Cane Safety Day” is October 15.  The local chapter commemorates it on the following Saturday.  White Cane laws protect the rights and safety of blind persons using canes and dogs for independent mobility.  The ‘Federation confronts negative stereotypes of blind people.  For more information:

WWW.NFB.ORG
Meet the Blind Month is a national campaign launched by NFB to dispel misconceptions about blindness. The campaign is designed to "create opportunities for Americans to meet blind people, to learn firsthand about their lives, and to recognize that blind people are pretty much just like everyone else," said National Federation of the Blind President Dr. Maurer.

"Our goal," Dr. Maurer continued, "is to spread the word that the real problem with blindness is not lack of eyesight, but lack of information which, in

turn, creates misunderstanding about blind people. Getting to know us a little better will expand everyone's lives."

NFB affiliates and local chapters across the country are staging informational exhibits in shopping malls and other public gathering places throughout October to demonstrate some of the technologies developed for blind people, including speech and Braille output technology and NFB-NEWSLINE, the pioneering service that allows blind people to "read" daily newspapers using a touch-tone telephone.  

With more than 50,000 members and 700 local and state affiliates and chapters, NFB is the largest and most influential membership organization of blind people in the United States. As a consumer and advocacy organization, NFB is the leading force in the blindness field today and the voice of the nation's blind.

Jim Canaday M.A.

President, Douglas County Area Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind

Office of the Mayor

Proclamation

Lawrence, Kansas

WHEREAS:
In 2009, we celebrate the 200th anniversary of Louis Braille’s birth the inventor of the invaluable writing system; and
WHEREAS:
The National Federation of the Blind was founded in 1940 to end discrimination against the blind and to secure first-class citizenship for all blind persons, including fighting braille illiteracy among the blind, and with over fifty thousand members, it is the largest and most influential membership organization of blind people in the United States; and

WHEREAS:
The white cane or guide dog, which every blind citizen of our state has the right to use, demonstrates and symbolizes the ability to achieve a full and independent life and the capacity to work productively in competitive employment; and

WHEREAS:
The white cane or guide dog, by allowing every blind person to move freely and safely from place to place, makes it possible for the blind to fully participate in and contribute to our society; and
WHEREAS:
Since blind people and blindness are still frequently misunderstood, the National Federation of the Blind has developed a public education campaign, Meet the Blind Month, to create opportunities for the people of Kansas to learn firsthand that blind people are basically like everyone else;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Rob Chestnut, Mayor of the City of Lawrence, Kansas, do hereby proclaim the month of October 2009 to be

“MEET THE BLIND MONTH”

And October 15, 2009 to be

“WHITE CANE SAFETY DAY”

In Lawrence and urge all citizens to recognize the white cane or guide dog as an instrument of safety and self-help for blind pedestrians on our streets and highways.



Rob Chestnut, Mayor



October 6, 2009

